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Supporting University Community pathways for
REfugees-migrants
General Objective

Project Presentation

S.U.C.RE. Project

S.U.C.RE. Project focuses on:

 A two-year KA2 (2016-2018) Erasmus+ Strategic
Partnership in the field of Higher Education
 Granted by the Hellenic National Agency (IKY)
via the European Commission

 the response of the Universities to the
academic needs of refugees/migrants students
and scholars

Project Consortium:
 Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece
(Project Coordinator)
 VU Amsterdam, The Netherlands
 University of Cologne, Germany
 Greek Council for Refugees, Greece
Scientific Responsible & Project Manager:
Dr. Alexandros Triantafyllidis, Associate Professor at the School of
Biology & Member of the AUTh - European Educational Programs
Committee

Aims at:

1st Interim Meeting, Cologne 2017

3rd Multiplier Event, Amsterdam, July 2018

 the production of online educational material
and Manuals of good practices for people
working in the field with the specific population
(5 Intellectual Outputs)

S.U.C.RE. Project Final Multiplier Event,
4th of October 2018
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Presentation at UN HQ NY, June 2018

Important Milestones

Project Results
IO 1: Higher Education Qualifications & Application Procedures for Refugee Students
IO 2: Institutional Support for Refugee Students in Higher Education
Leading Partner: University of Cologne
Objectives:
• Preparation of higher education institutions for refugees’ integration and continued support in higher education
• Support university administrations at a European level by discussing and addressing commonly faced issues.
• To curb potential drop-out rates due to lack of institutional support.
• Create a visible and simple network for support of refugee students
RESULTS
IO1 publication “Accessing Higher Education in Europe: Challenges for Refugee Students & Strategies to Overcome Them” is already
freely available. This IO identified 9 critical challenges, which refugee students face: Transition into Adulthood, Shifting Support
Structures, Information Barriers, Non-recognition of “foreign” Education, Linguistic Barriers, Financial Barriers, Lack of Administrative
Harmonization, Intercultural Gap, Social Discrimination. Additionally, it presents best practice examples from preparatory programs
across Europe and provides universities with a “Roadmap for Improvement” in order to critically evaluate their own programs.
IO2-Programs to support refugee students throughout their studies are not yet wide-spread. Universities must decide what role they
wish to play in ensuring academic and overall success in their students. Refugee students responded to a series of surveys and
portrayed their opinions on the kind of support they need to be successful, highlighting the need for acquisition of soft skills and
networking and social interaction. IO2 provides universities with an overview of these perceived needs and a step-by-step process to
develop programs that will accompany students in critical phases of the student life-cycle.
IO 3: Institutional Support for Refugee Scholars in Higher Education
Leading Partner: VU Amsterdam
Objectives:
• Preparation of HEIs to support refugee scholars
• Building bridges with other European Institutions targeting scholars integration
• Best practice guide and recommendation for improving HEIs performance in integrating refugee scholars
RESULTS
Three major questionnaire surveys on: 1) HEI’s and refugee scholars services, providing detailed insights into motivations, expectations
and types of services. 2) Refugee scholars experiences, gathering feedback of refugee scholars with view to support, expectations and
both social and academic needs. 3) Academic host experiences, reporting on individual cases, expectations and challenges from the
point of view of hosting scientists. IO3 Final output due for Oct, 3, 2018: Report on the situation of refugee scholars at HEI’s in Europe,
combining, presenting and analyzing data from the above mentioned surveys.
IO 4: Psychosocial Support through Communities’ Engagement & Mobilization
IO 5: Supporting Refugees on Health and Law issues
Leading Partner: Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Objectives:
Production of educational modules & guides of good practices for trainers/practitioners working in the field on:
4.1 Psychosocial support of refugees. 4.2 Refugee integration and social cohesion
5.1 Legal issues on immigration and asylum 5.2 Health care services/support to refugees/ immigrants
RESULTS
IO4 material on Psychosocial Support has explored practitioners’ experiences and needs (by conducting interviews and focus groups),
includes considerations from relevant literature and proposes examples of Good Practices regarding social care, children’s care and
protection, clinical (Trauma) issues and migration and family matters. IO4 material on the role of sport in refugees’ social integration
proposes best practices and guidelines in implementing such sport programs and describes selected suitable games.
IO5 material is already freely available. The material on issues related to Legal Services consists of I) useful definitions II), refugee
status determination III) normal and special asylum procedures, IV) minimum standards of reception conditions and V), the
administrative detention of asylum seekers. IO5 material on health care includes: Aim of First Aid, Stages of action, Resuscitation
position, Handling and How to deal with fainting, electrocution, bleeding, burn and chocking, info on personal hygiene upkeeping and
disease prevention measures for people in close quarters. The final IO5 part deals with health insurance and social protection of the
refugees/immigrants, specifying their relevant rights and assessing the available resources on these issues.
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2nd Multiplier Event Thessaloniki, April 2018

• Presentation of SUCRE at the UN Universities
Together Summit (June 2018)
• Publication of three 6 monthly newsletters
• Successful Multiplier Events in Cologne (Sep
2017), Thessaloniki (April 2018) and Amsterdam
(July 2018)
• Presentation of S.U.C.RE. and IO3 at Scholars at
Risk Conference (April 2018, Berlin)
• Discussions with the General Secretary of The
Greek Ministry of Education
• Communication with Refugee Law Clinics
Deutschland
• Discussions with the Municipality of
Thessaloniki and Prefecture of Macedonia
• Outreach to Education Coordinators in refugee
welcome spots

Sustainability & Synergies with other Projects
• SUCRE is one of the first multi-European
countries project in the field
• We have contributed in the discussion of
integration of refugee students and scholars in
European Higher Education
• IO1 publication and IO5 courses freely available
• Practitioners in the field eager to use the digital
open courses
• First Organised Effort of Greek University –
Setting the path for other interested
Universities
• Discussions with SAR in order to build a Greek
node of SAR member Universities
• New proposals in preparation
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