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BACKGROUND/CONTEXT
Where complex problems do not allow easy
solutions, it is even more important to provide an
open scientific space for reflection within society.
The project partners provide such a space, as they
are specialized in migration research across many
disciplines. Thus, it is a further aim to provide new
insights and findings on this societal change and to
make this information available to the public for
further analysis and conclusions.
As an academic community, the project partners
strive to anchor diversity as a positive value in
society and fight prejudice and discrimination
towards minorities in academia and society. The
long-term integration of refugees is an important
step to achieve this and is something that everyone
in society can benefit from.

• Services’ map: Gap analysis and map of career
advice services for refugee researchers
• Video Handbook (Vlog): Description of the target
process
• Publication of pool of experts per country
• Pilot training course for academic mentors on
how to guide RRs in academic area
• Pilot training course for non-academic mentors
on how to guide RRs in non-academic area
• Pilot training course for RRs: ERA Labour Market what ERA is?
• Pilot training course for RRs: Foster Your
Employability and Integrate Better in the Society
How to identify and overcome intercultural and
required employability skills´ gaps?
• Follow-up webinars
• BRiDGE Conference

TARGET GROUP
Highly skilled refugee researchers, especially early
and late stage post doc researchers and professors
of all ages, especially those with asylum related
status.
LOCATION
Europe and especially
Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey.

Germany,

Switzerland,

DURATION
04/2018-03/2020 (24 months)
OBJECTIVES
BRiDGE – Bridge for Researchers in Danger Going to
Europe is a project that aims at enhancing the
support of 220 highly skilled refugee researchers
(RRs). BRiDGE aims to change the life context of RRs
and to build a bridge back to a productive
environment for researchers. For a long-term
integration into a highly competitive labour market
BRiDGE aims in
• advising, matching and mentoring of RRs,
• involving and supporting academic mentors for
RRs,
• training the above to guide RRs better and
manage the involved expectations,
• training non-academic mentors, especially ones
from the EURAXESS network and finally,
• training RRs to orientate in the ERA and use the
provided resources to restart their career as
researchers.
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Project Activities
BRiDGE is a project funded under the Horizon 2020 call SwafS-26-2017:
Science4Refugees-Support to highly skilled refugee scientists. BRiDGE is a two
year project that started on April 1st, 2018.
From South East Europe to its heart BRiDGE gives an all-in-one solution for the
localized guidance of refugee researchers in the European Research Area (ERA)
and enables the 40 EURAXESS country members in the ERA to identify and utilize
the potential of refugee researchers (RRs) across Europe.
EURAXESS
Support of 220 refugee researchers, with focus on early and late stage post doc
researchers and professors of all ages, especially those displaced in Germany,
Switzerland, Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey. Priority will be given further to
researchers with an asylum related status. The measures are nevertheless open
also to researchers without asylum, such as threatened scholars, if capacity is
given.
The case-to-case support focuses on career development advisory services,
training, and academic and non-academic mentoring for the RRs.
Instructive and motivating materials to academic and non-academic mentors.
Trainings for academic and non-academic mentors and refugee researchers.
Promotion of best practices in the EURAXESS network through trainings and
activities, and forms a network and pool of experts visible on the EURAXESS
Science4Refugees site.
EURAXESS – Researchers in Motion is an initiative of the European Research
Area strategy that addresses barriers to the mobility of researchers, supported by
40 European countries and coordinated by the European Commission. It provides
support to researchers and their families in mobility and career related issues.
More than 500 Service Centres are in place.

Find out more about BRiDGE

.
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• Please send us an e-mail to include you on
the expert´s pool of your country:
bridge.coordinator@uni-bielefeld.de

Sustainability & Synergies with other Projects
BRiDGE – Step II, coordinated by Bielefeld University
(Germany), will start in January (tentative) with
EURAXESS partners from Sweden, Belgium,
Switzerland, Austria, Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece to
provide step II measures for a long-term integration
of refugee researchers in the job market and society.
Funding: Horizon 2020, Swafs.
SCIREA, coordinated by the University of the Aegean
(Greece), provides trainings and fellowships to
refugee researchers on the hot spots in the Aegean
Sea (EU/Turkey border). Funding: Horizon 2020,
Swafs.
EURAXESS TOP IV, coordinated by CERTH (Greece),
provides
support,
network
building
and
development to 500 Service Centers at universities
and research institutes in 40 mostly European
countries, in order to give better services to mobile
researchers
including
refugees.
Funding:
Horizon2020.
BRiDGE uses the results of other EU funded
projects, such as SUCRE, RefuTools, REFLEX,
Intercultural Assistant, and many more, As a
genuine network project it strives in enhancing the
network and provides exchange and synergy
possibilities for a series of projects and partners,
and involving them as advisers and experts in
meetings, trainings, vlogs and a conference.

Hands on! Start matching
refugee
researchers
with
academic mentors in your
institution!
Photo Miguel Lim, How to best to
integrate academics and students
refugees into higher education, European
Science Open Forum 2018
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• Locations of trainings and conference: Germany,
Greece, Turkey or other
• Location of publications: http://www.unibielefeld.de/bridge and
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science4refugees

Information
CONTACT INFORMATION
Coordinator: Eleni Andrianopulu
Email: bridge.coordinator@uni-bielefeled.de
Telephone: +49 521 4880
WEBSITE
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/bridge
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